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Saratov through the eyes
of German Rassvetov

.




NUcTtopusa ¢ pororpadpmnen

B mapre 2013 ropa mcroaHMAOCH ObI
85 AeT YeAOBEKy, CTPACTHO AOOUBIIEMY
cBom ropop — lepmany BukToposnuy Pac-
CBETOBY.

Ero me craso B 1994-m, HO AO cmx mop
CPEeAM KPAaeBEAOB HE YMUPAIOT ACTEHABI
0 KOMHaTKe Ha yanne KyTsakosa, rae, ToBo-
PAIT, MOKHO OBIAO HAVATW BCE: IIEPBbIE HOMe-
pa «Vckpp» M Kakme-HUOYAD peAdanIme
MOPCKHME 3HAYKW, CTAPUHHBIE MOHETHI M
OTKPBITKH, AQUIIN Y OYKACTHI, AOBOCHHbIE
KOH(QETHbIe KOPOOKM M 3TUKETKM OT Oy-
a0k 1950—60-x ropos. W dpororpadmm:
TBICSTYM YEPHO-ObeAbIx cHMMKOB CapaToBa.

Maapmmit 6par AeB Buxkroposmu pac-
ckaspiBas: «lepmanH cobmpaa Bc€. Emgeé
AO BOVMHBI — KOHEYHO, MapKn. Koraa rocae
decTmBaAT MOAOAESKM M CTYAGHTOB B Mo-
ckse B 1957 roAy B Halen cTpaHe mosBu-
AaCh MOAA Ha 3HAYKW, OH CTaA COOMPATP UX,
OCOOEHHO XOTb KaKk-TO cBsA3aHHbIe ¢ Capa-
ToBoM. IllecThcOT 3HAYKOB OBIAO TOABKO

«Arsg mensa camoe 6akrnoe —
cpomozpadupoBamo Geco Capamod,
dom 3a domom, yruya 3a yruyel.
Onuuym ezo u 6e3 meHs».

«OIVACAHHBIX» — KOTAA BBIIYIIIEH, II0 KAKO-
MY CAydYaro, KTo n3o0pasken. [lorom s mx
LJeABII 9eMoAaH uepe3 bopmca Ilerposa
otpas kpaesepam. Cobmpaa robmaeriHbIe
mepaan — paske XIX Bexa, cTapple OTKPBIT-
kn ¢ supamn Caparosa. A dotorpadmm
VAMI] 1 AOMOB TOPOAQ ACAAA CAM.

3HAKOMBIE apXUTEKTOPHI 3BOHMAN [ep-
MaHY U IIPEAYIIPESKAAAN O CHOCE TOTO MAM
APYTOTO CTaporo 3AQHWMS — YTOOBI yCIIeA
IJEAKHYTD «AAS UCTOpmm». OH BCE medTan
M3AaTh (POTOKHWUIY O CAPaTOBCKMUX VAW-
1Jax, AQ TaK U He CAYYMAOCH, HEOOXOAMMBIE
ACHBIM " U3AATEABCKUE XAONOTBHI HE OCHU-
AnA. Tak 4TO OcTaBaAOCH MOBTOPATE: «AAs
MEHSI camoe BasKHoe — choTorpadmpoBaTh
Bech CapaTos, AOM 32 AOMOM, JAMIJA 32 YAV~
gert. OrmmiryT ero n 6e3 MeHs».

OH Ar06MA 00IJaTHCS ¢ MY3EUITUKAMA
Y1 BOEHHBIMWM, IIVUCATEASIMW W IIPEIIOAABa-
TEASIMM, APXMUBUCTAMU U PESKMUCCEPAMIL
Bceraa OXOTHO OTKAMKAACS Ha IIPOCHOBI

3

I'epman Pacc6emo6

y4UTEACH, KHUTOAIOOOB, TYPUCTOB W ILIEA
B IIKOABIL, KAyOpr, AK m «xpacubie yroa-
k. Beia 1meAp, abcoaroTHO OeckopbicTeH
" 4acTo Aaske HamBeH. CTOABKO Bcero pas-
Aapna! 1 MHOTME 3TMM ITOAB30BAAMACH, HO
AAAEKO He BCETAQ €TO OAATOAAPVAN B OTBET
YA XOTSI OBI YKa3bIBAAM aBTOPCTBO CHUM-
koB. OH He obmsraacs. Kax mmcaa skypHa-
anct Ceprent Katkos: «Baskuee Tijecaanmst
AASL HETO OBIAO OIYIEHMe CBOel Heobxo-
AMMOCTHM, Y4aCTUE B BOCCO3AAHMU SIPKMUX
CTpaHWUL] MUCTOPWUM, YTOYHEHME (AKTOB M
cBepeHmi B buorpadumm Caparosa. Paccse-
TOB AFOOVIA POAHOVI TOPOA T €TO ATOAET bec-
KOPBICTHO, €T0 3aCTEHYMBOCTDH M ObasHMe
He BSI3AATCH C OPUIIMAABHBIM 1 PACXOSKUM
caoBoM Kpaesed. OH AroOmA Apyroe cAOBO
— cobeceAHMKY.

Yactp Koasexkymn [epmana Paccerosa
OblAa mepepaHa HapoAHBIM Mysesim FOpns
[arapmHa M BOEHHOrO PaKETHOTO YYMAW-
1ya. YacTs, yBBI, pacTBOPMAACH BO BpEMEHN



In March 2013 Herman Viktorovich
Rassvetov, a man who passionately loved
his city, would have turned 85.

In 1994 he died at the age of 66. Local
legend has it that he hoarded a great store
of memorabilia in his tiny room in Kutya-
kova Street. For example, a first issue of
[skra, extremely rare maritime badges, as
well as assorted old postcards, posters and
booklets. That’s not all. Also found were
pre-war chocolate boxes, 1950-1960 bottle
labels and thousands of black and white
photos of Saratov.

According to his younger brother,
Lev Viktorovich Rassvetov, Herman was
an avid collector of everything, Before
World War 1II, he collected stamps but it
wasn't until after the 1957 World Festival
of Youth and Students in Moscow, that
it became fashionable to collect badges.
It was at that point that Herman started
collecting badges. But he was especially
interested in those that had some connec-

Teamp dpamot um. K. Mapxca. Anperv 1962
Karl Marx Drama Theatre. April 1962

tion to Saratov. Amongst his badge col-
lection there are 600 of them that have
some kind of documentation behind them
that denotes their time of issue, why they
were issued, who or what is on the badge
and why the badge was issued. Lev gave a
whole suitcase of these badges to local his-
torians through Boris Petrov. Herman also
collected commemorative medals, even
the 19th century ones, alongside with old
postcards with Saratov views. As for the
photographs of houses and streets, they
were taken by Herman himself.

He used to get tip-offs from local ar-
chitects as to when buildings were due to
be demolished. Herman would then pho-
tograph these buildings and the streets
they were on for the sake of history. He
wanted to get his photos of Saratov’s lo-
cal streets published. Unfortunately, due
to lack of funds and influence, he could
not convince any publishers to publish his
works. Never the less, he held true to his
personal crusade as he states: “The most
important thing for me is to take photos of
every house and every street in the whole
of Saratov. That way, there will be some-
one to describe the city.”

He liked talking to museum workers,
military men, writers, teachers, archivists
and directors. He was always willing to
help teachers, book lovers and tourists. He
visited schools, clubs, Palaces of Culture
and propaganda rooms. He was generous,
altruistic and often naive. He gave away so
many things! There were many people who
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Aom [puwma Kazarnckoit yepxBu ¢ wacoBretl.
Anpean 1963

House and chapel of the clergy
of Our-Lady-of-Kazan Church. April 1963

made use of him but did not always show
their gratitude and did not credit him as
the photographer. He took no offence.
Journalist Sergey Katkov once wrote:
“Vanity was of no importance to him. He
found it more important to be needed, to
participate in the reconstruction of glori-
ous chapters of history, in specifying in-
formation, facts and figures in Saratov’s
history. Herman loved his home town and
its people with all his heart. As part of his
character, his shyness and charm made
him feel uncomfortable at being branded
as a local historian. He preferred to be
known as a social commentator.”

A part of Herman’s collection was giv-
en to the Yuri Gagarin national museum
and the Guided Missile School museum.
Unfortunately, some of his collection
has disappeared over the decades. In re-
cent years, Herman’s photographs and his



KBapraa Mockosckon mesxay Boabckon mn Hamaesa m cevuac emje
BBITASIAUT HEKMM CACIIKOM BPEMEHM, C HEOOABIIMMI AOMAMMU U AO-
MUKaMM, OOABIIIMMM AOXOAHBIMIU AOMAMU Y ABYMSI TIOPA3UTEABHBIMA
IIPUMEPAMI PA3HBIX APXUTEKTYPHBIX CTUACH: SKACKTMUKIU 1 MOACPHA.
D10 pomoBaapeHme Kkymmamxu M. M. CubpuHoN, KOTOpOe, KCTaTh, AO-
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A BBt dom kynuuxu M. V. Cubpurnoii. Anperv 1969

Former house of merchant woman M.L Sibrina. April 1969

A Botbuuii «Abmozapax». Anperv 1964
Former ‘motor-garage’. April 1964

BOABHO YMEAO OTPECTAaBPUPOBAHO, 32 MUCKAIOUCHMEM MEAKUX ACTAACH,
M AOM, 2 BEpPHEE «IIPOMBIIIACHHOE 3aBEACHME» KYIJa-CTeKOABIJUKA
H. . CepoBa, nepexymnaeHHOe 1 rtepeopopMACHHOE ¢ pacarad BAAACAD-
ygamu niepsoro B ropoae asrorapaska C. . Coxkoaoseim n 3. . MBaHo-
BBIM, TAK>KE OTPECTaBPUPOBAHHOE B IIOCACAHEE BPEMSI.
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A Veor yauy Toporozo — Aenuna, mait 1964
Corner of Gorkogo and Lenina Streets, May 1964

Bxodnovie wacoBuu c bopomamu. Ocmamxu [Temponabrobexoit yepxGu. 1964 A
Chapels with the gate. The remains of Peter-and-Paul Church. 1964

TPyAHO IIPEACTAaBUTB, YTO KOTAQ-TO HA MECTE ITOM
maomaAn Oblaa OKpamHa TOPOAQ, TA€ Pa3MeIasoCch
TOPrOBOE MECTO, 4 Io33Ke [0CTnHBIN ABOD, Aaba3bL.

B navase XIX Bexa ropoacKast 3aCTpoOViKa IIOACTY-
Iasa K AMHWUM HbIHeITHew ya. Paagniesa. 3aech Opraa
obpa3oBaHa HOBASI TOPOACKAS IIAOLIAAD, IIOACACHHAST
MOCKOBCKOV AOPOTOM Ha ABE IIOAOBWHBIL ITPABYIO,
MOAYYMBIIYIO Ha3BaHMe XAeOHOM, M ACBYIO — C IIO-
CTPOVIKOM TeaTpa MMEHOBABIIYIOCs TeaTpaAbHOM.

[lepBpIMi CTPOSHMSIMM Ha IAOITAAM ObIA XA€O-
Hbple aMbappl AQ MYYHbBIE AABKU AAsl HaOmpasiiev
cnay xaebHOM TOproBan. I ToTom BO3HMK KOHHBIV ba-
3ap, TA€ IIPOAABAAY CEHO, OBIAM YCTPOEHBI KOAOALIBI 1
KOAOABI AAST BOAOIIOSI, KOHIOIIHM AASI SKAHAAPMCKUX
AOIIIAACTL M1 CTOSIBIIIETO B TOPOAE TYCapCKOrO IIOAKA,
a TaK>Ke KY3HWMIJBL

[To maany Caparosa 1812 ropa Ha maomjaam oT-
BEAV MECTO AASI IIOCTPOVIKM LJ€PKBW, BO3BEACHHOV
Ha cpeactsa Kymya [ fI. Kproxkosa. [aaBHb mIpaea
yepksn, CpeTeHckmit, ocBsaTHAM B 1827 roay.

B 1839 roay rybepHaTop pacropsamacs mepeHe-
cti 3a ['aeboB oBpar kysamygsl Ha nx mecto mepe-
HeCA PBIOHBIN Oaszap.

Toprosast maomjaab Bce 6oaee obpacTasa masar-
Kamy, AaBKamu, Aabazamm, ambapammn, moxa [o-
poAckas Ayma He pemrmaa IOCTPOUTH KaMEHHBIE
TOproBele Kopryca. B redenne 1876—1877 roaos, o
TPW 3AQHMS 32 TOA, OBIAM IIOCTPOEHBI ABYXITa KHBIE
TOPOACKWME TOPIOBBIE KOPIIYCa, CIIPOEKTUPOBAHHBIC
ropoAckum apxurekTopom A. M. Caapxko.

B 1880 roay TOprosisl HOBOrO MSICHOTO PSIAA Cpe-
AV KOPITYCOB M AQBOK Ha CBOM CPEACTBA IIOCTPOUAU
gacoBHIO. | [o yrmmont nkone Vaepcxon boskmen Ma-
TePW YACOBHS MMEHOBAAACH VIBepcKomt.

< Anpeav 1962
April 1962

A Mait 1965

May 1965
Y Anpeav 1961
pril 1961
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